John Deere, That’s Who!
Classroom Discussion ldeas

Did You Know?

« John Deere had nothing to do with tractors! He died
thirty-two years before his company began selling them.

« Many farmers who used wooden plows in the 1830s
believed iron or steel would poison the soil.

« Deere & Company is one of America’s oldest
manufacturing companies.

After Reading

- John experienced setbacks early in his life but he kept
going. Why is it important to never give up?

« Much of what historians know about John comes from
recollections of his family and friends. Ask an adult family
member what he or she recalls about growing up—
favorite games, playmates, pets, or dreams for the future.

- 3 : Record the stories to share with other family members.

acv Nelson Maurer ____ . John’s plow solved a problem for prairie farmers in the

: , Tim Zeltner 1830s. Think of modern inventions. What problems did

: they solve? What do you wish you could invent? Why?
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About Tracy:

Award-winning author Tracy Nelson Maurer has written more than
100 books for children and young adults, including John Deere,
That’s Who! and Noah Webster’s Fighting Words. She loves visiting
schools and libraries to talk about books and writing.

Learn more at TracyMaurerWriter.com.
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From the other side:
Did You Find These?
- Tractor

- Satellite dish

- Stoplight

« Bus

« Car

« Truck

- Telephone poles

« Airplane

Samuel Morse, That’s Who! Noah Webster’s Storm Codes - Silo

(Coming 2019) Fighting Words + Radio tower
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